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The fifth FFA, presented in these pages, was 
an opportunity to discuss, with high profile 
panellists and a very large audience, the major 
challenge of our time: how to increase produc-
tion by 70% to feed 9 billion people, in a context 
of resources scarcity of soil and water, while cop-
ing with climate change. For Franz FISCHLER, 
the stakes are high and its geopolitical dimen-
sion cannot be ignored. The world needs to 
produce more from less, and the new CAP must 
help Europe play a leadership role in this area.
Brazil’s spectacular example as a net agricul-
tural exporter has shown us that sustainable 
solutions exist, with regards to resources, 
through research and innovation. Europe 
needs to develop its R & D, because we already 
import agricultural products from over 45 mil-
lion hectares outside the EU! The current CAP 
reform does not seem to take into account this 
parameter.

Other amazing examples were presented, such 
as that of ‘Neorurale’, offering new solutions 
based on the re-use of nutrients, thus reduc-
ing our dependence on fertilizer imports from 
foreign countries, while providing a major 
environmental service. The Vice-Presidents of 
Deutz Fahr and Yara also demonstrated their de-
sire to increase performance wherever possible. 
Similarly our initiative, the Pollinator Network 
initiative - PNi, is a contribution to increasing 
productivity whilst enhancing biodiversity; the 
living stand made by Syngenta attracted the 
interest of many guests, including the Commis-
sioner for Agriculture.

Our ambition is to fully reconcile production 
and the environment, a message that many 
Forum participants understood. Satellite confer-
ences planned in Spain, France, Czech Republic 
and Croatia, will continue these discussions and 
you will be informed via the FFA website.

Thierry de l’EscaillE
secretary General

Editorial

FFA2012 called for ambitious 
EU agricultural policy fit for 

the 21st century
On the 27th of March, the Forum for the Future of Agriculture (FFA) celebrated its fifth an-
niversary with a call for the EU to put in place an ambitious new agriculture policy fit for the 
21st century. The new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) must enable Europe to make an 
effective contribution to food and environmental security at home and abroad. This means 
greater focus on knowledge transfer and innovation in farm technology and practices as well 
as incentivising farmers to provide the public goods and services Europe needs. f
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Speakers, including representatives from 
European Commission, European Parlia-
ment, European Council, as well as across 
the food and farming chain, NGOs, and 
civil society addressed more than 1,400 
delegates. The floor was also given to the 
younger generation who shared their vi-
sions for the future of agriculture. 

Delegates welcomed several aspects of 
the Commission’s CAP reform proposal:
•	 a	fairer	sharing	of	rewards	throughout	

the food chain
•	 the	greening	of	Pillar	1	support
•	 promoting	water	savings
•	 tackling	price	volatility	
•	 simplification	for	small	farmers
•	 streamlining	 of	 cross-compliance	

rules
•	 proposed	doubling	of	the	R&D	budg-

et for agriculture and the innovation 
partnerships

But they expressed concern about the 
vagueness, lack of ambition and direc-
tion of some elements:
•	 targeting	 of	 support	 could	 have	 a	

negative impact on productivity, sus-
tainability and simplification

•	 redistribution	 of	 direct	 aid	 could	 ad-
versely affect incentives to increase 
productivity and the environmental 
and economic sustainability of agri-
cultural production

•	 vagueness	 of	 the	 new	 risk	 manage-
ment tool kit and its ex-post approach 
with no reflection as regards preven-
tive treatment of risk

Participants called for:
•	 more	coherence	between	Pillar	1	and	

Pillar 2
•	 taking	better	account	of	the	European	

Parliament (DESS and LYON reports) 
advocating incentives for additional 
public goods production by farmers

•	 targeted,	 applied	 research	 and	 inno-
vation for sustainable intensification 
of production, decoupling farm pro-
duction from resource use

•	 reduction	 of	 regulatory	 blockers	
which prevent farmers and growers 
from taking up more disease, drought 
resistant and healthier high quality 
products preserving the environment

•	 more	investment	in	knowledge	trans-
fer, education, training

•	 better	extension	services	to	help	farm-
ers increase both competitiveness 
and sustainability

About FFA

The annual Forum is an initiative of the 
European Landowners’ Organization 
(ELO) and Syngenta. It brings together a 
diverse range of stakeholders to catalyze 
thinking on the way European agricul-
ture needs to respond to the major chal-
lenges that it faces in delivering food 
and environmental security. The Forum 
was created in 2008 in response to a be-
lief that many EU policies impacting on 

agriculture are focused on solving yes-
terday’s problems, such as overproduc-
tion, and do not deal with the new chal-
lenges and market opportunities. 

Challenges include feeding a growing 
world population, demand for a higher 
quality diet, increased demand for re-
newable sources of energy and chang-
ing weather patterns. With limited arable 
land available, there is a need to sustain-
ably maximize production from that al-
ready under cultivation. 

f FFA2012 called for ambitious EU agricultural policy fit for the 21st century

The geostrategic considerations led 
the organisers to invite one of the 
leading voices on global affairs, 

Parag KHANNA, Director of the Hybrid 
Reality	 Institute,	 a	 research	 and	 adviso-
ry group focused on human-technology 
co-evolution. Mr KHANNA was US Presi-
dent Barack OBAMA’s foreign policy ad-
visor during his first election campaign, 
and has just published a book entitled 
“How	to	Run	the	World”.	

He said:  “The food crises (….) is a com-
plex interrelationship, when North is 
scared of terrorism, while the South 
needs more food security and fair trade. 
(…) I do believe we have entered a new 
age which requires a new term: geo-
technology, understood as a multi-actor 
system. (…)  The events of the past year 
have taught us that the global food sys-
tem is nothing less than a foundation of 
geopolitical stability - or instability. We 

Improving Food Security: 
Geo-technology and global governance.

Parag KHANNA

Below we have the pleasure to present the key points of the six sessions 
which covered this years’ Forum. The discussions from the Brussels meeting 
will be pursue during FFa regional events. 
To follow up dates and venues or watch all sessions and additional materi-
als please visit the site: www.forumforagriculture.com
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The 1st session was devoted to the 
recent experience of Brazil which 
became recently the 6th world 

economy. The keynote was delivered by 
Mauricio Antonio LOPES who as Execu-
tive-President of the Brazilian Agricultur-
al	 Research	 Association	 (EMBRAPA)	 has	
experienced Brazil’s impressive change 
from a country that was once food inse-
cure to one of the largest food export-
ers in the world.  He gave his insight into 
how that change has been driven, and 
the importance of focusing on research 
and development in the agricultural sec-
tor. He highlighted the success story of 
Brazilian agriculture: “We have been able 
to combine public policies, institutional 
building, human resource development 
and research and innovation to acceler-
ate our competitiveness in agriculture. 
Because of this, Brazil has ensured its 
food security in less than 40 years. Also, it 
is impressive how we advanced towards 
more sustainable systems. Today we re-
alize	that	“Green	Economy”	&	“Economic	
Growth”	are	not	necessarily	 antagonists,	
but complementary in the process of de-
velopment.”
Responses	were	given	by	Tony	LONG,	Di-

rector General of the European Office, 
WWF; Didier NEDELEC, Director General 
for Grain Market, InVivo; Pekka PESONEN, 
Secretary General, COPA-COGECA; José 
Manuel	SILVA-RODRIGUEZ,	Director	Gen-
eral	 for	 Agriculture	 and	 Rural	 Develop-
ment, European Commission. Being im-
pressed by the changes adopted in the 
approach by the Brazilian government to 
maintain	the	biodiversity	“heritage”,	they	
all underlined the need to combine vari-
ous solutions to achieve a path to a more 
sustainable future, but also keeping in 
mind its economic sustainability. More 
emphasis for research and innovation, 
sharing the experience and more rela-
tionship – especially with Africa- were 
mentioned. The role of the private sector, 
family farming, management of stocks 
and forestry code were also debate with 
the public. 
The final question was devoted to the 
issue of globalisation – for production, 
price volatility and availability of natural 
resources. 

The figures presented below are the voting re-

sults of the FFA participants.

Brazil’s global agricultural strategy 
for food and the environment  

Mauricio Antonio LOPES

have to devote all our scientific, tech-
nological and policy tools to ensuring 
food security for a growing planet. (…) 
The private sector- including industries 
and NGOs- may be more willing to share 
technology than governments. This 
would be a ‘win-win’ for the world. The 
market for technology is too large for us 
to	think	of	winners	and	losers.” 

He concluded by highlighting the in-
terlinkages between the global econo-
my and the fragile global ecosystem – 
where making them both more resilient 
can only happen through local and re-
gional measures. He noted that the Eu-
ropean Union can be an inspiration on 
how to manage a balance between eco-
nomic growth, social security and envi-
ronment protection, in the world of ‘new 
diplomacy’. 

He engaged in a discussion with Christo-
pher DELGADO, Strategy and Policy Ad-
viser	 for	Agriculture	and	Rural	develop-
ment, World Bank and Frans van DEALE, 
Head of Cabinet to the President of the 
European Council. Mr DELGADO point-
ed out that even if trade is seen as being 
part of the solution to improving food 
security, 85% of food is still produced 
and consumed in the same country. 
Mr van DEALE remarked that the glob-
al multilateral systems are not in crises 
but are mutating- as in the EU’s case. 
Furthermore, technology is not difficult 
to transfer, but it is more about opening 
the markets, as shown in the WTO Doha 
round. 

Price volatility, supply, isolation, and food 
reserves were also tackled as urgent is-
sues- in a world lacking trust in global 
governance and political distraction. 
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For a more innovative EU agriculture and food sector.

The	key	note	speaker,	R.STROHMEIER	
spoke about the need to address 
global challenges with new target-

ed research tools which ought to be better 
financed and promoted. A better synergy 
and	optimisation	between	 Research	 and	
the CAP will enable the development of a 
sustainable agricultural system. New types 
of integration and thinking are needed in 
various fields including livestock systems, 
water use, soil nutrients, use of biotech-
nology or promotion of organic farming, 
bio refineries, etc; but also in areas as food 
markets, rural development, and supply 
chains. To tackle those issues, a Europe 
2020 flagship initiative, aimed at secur-
ing Europe’s global competitiveness, was 
proposed under the name Horizon 2020: 
being a financial instrument implement-
ing the Innovation Union to be run from 
2014 to 2020, with an €80 billion budget, 
with one of six sub-programme dedicat-
ed to food security, sustainable agricul-
ture, marine and maritime research, and 
the bio-economy. He also mentioned the 
importance of the development of Pub-
lic-Private Partnership (PPP) with the Euro-

pean	Commission	acting	as	facilitator.	Re-
search will allow new roles to farmers and 
farming communities in delivering pub-
lic goods such as food security or energy 
supply, enabling to cover the entire food 
value chain.

John ATKIN, Chief Operating Officer at 
Syngenta and founding partner of FFA, 
commented: “Today, people rightly talk 
about agriculture sustainability in eco-
nomic, social, and environmental terms. 
This was not the case five years ago. How-
ever, Europe’s excessively cautious ap-
proach to farm technologies is unneces-
sary and acts as a barrier to sustainably 
closing the productivity gap. The EU and 
Member States must make a choice – are 
we going to just talk about innovation or 
will we really act to ensure that innovation 
gets into the hands of farmers who need 
it to grow more, high quality and afford-
able	 food,	 using	 fewer	 natural	 resource?”	
F.CAROZZA	underlined	the	need	for	more	
self-confidence in the EU, by delivering 
best varieties and high quality products. 
He regretted that the investments done 

by	the	equipment	sector	in	R&D	on	energy	
input – especially in mitigation of Climate 
Change	–	are	not	directly	‘felt”	by	the	farm-
er.	A.	HERSKOWITZ	focused	on	the	defini-
tion of ‘sustainability’ in the world with a 
growing population. He emphasised the 
need to tackle both production and con-
sumption side issues, as well as the risks to 
use 21st century biotechnology solutions 
in the developing world or misplaced sub-
sidies (OECD report). 
The discussion was pursued around a 
‘clash of perspectives’ – sustainability as 
watch word versus maximisation of effi-
ciency. All panellists underlined the need 
for an open debate on the targets of ag-
riculture research in the EU and the rest of 
the world. 

The figures presented below are the voting results 

of the FFA participants.The second session, introduced by Deputy Director General for Research 
Rudolf sTROHMEiER, who presented the commission’s position on 

innovation and science to make EU agriculture more innovative, followed 
by a discussion of a distinguished panel of experts : John aTKiN, cEO, 

syngenta; Francesco caROZZa, Vice chairman, same Deutz-Frahr and allen 
HERsHKOWiTZ, senior scientist, Natural Resources Defence council (NRDc).   

Allen HERSHKOWITZ

1%   Wrong answer



5

CAP reform: where next.

The 3rd session was devoted to the 
CAP reform. It was introduced by 
the keynote speech of the Com-

missioner Dacian CIOLOŞ, and followed 
by presentations by European Parliament 
Chairman of the Committee for Agricul-
ture	 and	 Rural	 development,	 Paolo	 de	
CASTRO,	and	Irish	Minister	for	Agriculture,	
Marine and Food, Simon COVENEY, who 
will hold the Council’s Presidency at the 
time where most likely the decision on 
the CAP reform will be taken. All three re-
flected on and discussed the future prior-
ities and expectations regarding the CAP, 
and particularly how farm and rural sup-
port can be adapted to new objectives 
and realities. 

Commissioner CIOLOŞ spoke about how 
to reconcile the expectations of the mar-
kets and of society, opening a new path 
for Europe and its farmers. Mr CIOLOŞ said, 
‘Farmers need a clear line for the coming 
years, also at budgetary level. They need 
a clear line at political level, with a reform 
which shows the way. We must not sell 
ideological illusions. On the contrary, we 
must offer instruments on which we are 
capable of finding a consensus among 
27 Member States. We must find instru-
ments which can be effective, taking ac-
count of reality and today’s challenges. 

(…)The CAP has to be understood by citi-
zens and taxpayers. I do not know wheth-
er you have already tried to explain the 
principles of decoupling or historic rights 
to someone who hasn’t been ‘initiated’ in 
the CAP. It is a difficult task. (…) The sec-
ond problem is that of the means of ac-
tion. As I have said, we have dismantled a 
certain vision of framed market manage-
ment. This had to be done. We must re-
think the role of public authorities, make 
our instruments coherent again, particu-
larly direct payments, and review the posi-
tion of professional operators, particularly 
as regards market management. The pro-
fessionals must have the means to face up 
to markets sustainably. European agricul-
ture needs to be enabled to perform its 
main function of producing food. At the 
same time, it must not forget its wider ser-
vices to society – the management of nat-
ural resources and the economic develop-
ment	of	rural	communities.	”

Paolo	de	CASTRO	underlined	the	respon-
sibility and the need to be as fast as pos-
sible, facing with the new and challenging 
co-decision procedure in which MEPs,  for 
the first time, have equal say on farm pol-
icy. He stressed the need to balance com-
petitiveness and sustainability (especial-
ly greening) and protect farmer incomes 

(risk management, market and price vola-
tility), both in the agricultural and the for-
estry sectors. The debate will be pursued 
after the European Parliament’s rappor-
teurs	will	present	their	“vision”	for	the	CAP	
reform policy in June. 

Minister COVENEY called on all three EU in-
stitutions to work on a ‘twin track’ towards 
a timely deal, as the new rules should be 
in place by January 2014. He acknowl-
edged that sustainable intensification of 
food production, responsible steward-
ship of the environment and maintenance 
of a developing rural economy should be 
achieved keeping in mind new, smart and 
green growth, to enhance economic, en-
vironmental and social dimension of the 
CAP. The reform process should be rein-
forced, but a ‘one size fits all’ approach 
throughout the EU wouldn’t be the best 
solution. He underlined that “Ireland will 
make every effort to secure an agreement 
on the CAP reform during its Presidency of 
the	EU	next	year”.

All panellists highlighted that the future 
CAP, in order to remain a common policy, 
should provide solutions both for sectors 
and regions.

Paolo de CASTRO, Simon COVENEY, Dacian CIOLOS, Stephen SACKUR
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This session dealt with the sustain-
ability aspects of the CAP reform. 
Janez POTOČNIK, the European 

Commissioner for the Environment 
provided his view about future policy 
to ensure greater protection of the en-
vironment alongside a more productive 
agriculture. 

He stated: „Agriculture is not just the 
production of food, and it is challenged 
not just by the environment, but also by 
offers of shortcuts to higher production 
even when such higher production is 
not sustainable. 

I  believe that a true partnership between 
agriculture and the environment is pos-
sible and that it is possible to reconcile 
productive agriculture with sustainable 
and efficient use of natural resources. 
My and the Commission’s answer to this 
lies in our attempt to green the CAP, and 
for this, we proposed the three greening 
measures that are now on the table and 
respond to the very challenges of water, 
biodiversity, land use, soil protection and 
reduced pollution burden. These green-
ing measures - protection of permanent 
pasture, crop diversification and ecologi-
cal focus areas - are designed with the 
idea of sustainable agriculture and envi-
ronmental protection at their very heart. 
(…) On top of water and biodiversity as 
two key elements for food production, 
another two complementary factors 
should be added in view to increase ag-
riculture productivity and its output in a 
sustainable manner: improved knowl-
edge base and its successful transfer into 
practice; and reducing of food waste. 

(…) Environment and agriculture can no 
longer be separated. They need to walk 
hand in hand. The greening of the CAP 
represents a further coming together of 
environmental and agricultural interests. 

Today it is no longer a matter of ques-
tioning whether productive agriculture 
and the environment can walk hand in 
hand. It is about aligning existing poli-
cies, closing the loop and placing the 
environment at the heart of agricultural 

policy. And thank farmers, also by finan-
cially rewarding them for helping us de-
liver a public good which is healthy and 
sustainable	environment.	(…)”

He engaged in a discussion with a panel 
of	 experts	 including	 Friedrich	 BARTH,	
Vice Chairman, European Water Part-
nership; Stefano BOCCHI, Professor in 
Agronomy and Cropping Systems, Uni-
versity	 of	 Milan,	 Ariel	 BRUNNER,	 Head	
of EU policies, Birdlife International and 
Egil HOGNA, Senior Vice President, Head 
of Downstream, Yara International ASA. 
The discussion concentrated around the 

Reconciling productive agriculture with the environment: 
closing the loop. 

Janez POTOČNIK

tremendous challenge: how to produce 
more with less in a sustainable way, with 
the use of water as one of the examples. 

Share of best practices in applying nutri-
ents were also mentioned. The new con-
cept of ‘food sovereignty’, as well as the 
change of the agro-ecology paradigm, 
were presented. The issue of responsi-
bility, long term vision and mutual trust 
was enhanced in all actions to be under-
taken.

The figures presented below are the voting re-
sults of the FFA participants.
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The Forum ended with a session 
dedicated to the next generation, 
who are involved in agriculture, 

and will be directly affected by the 
challenges of the future since they 

will implement the changes we seek 
to address today.  

In	this	panel	Franz	FISCHLER	asked	Slavi-
na	GEORGIEVA,	PHD	Candidate,	Thought	
for Food; Louise KNOPS, Centre for Eu-
ropean	Policy	 Studies	 and	Research	 as-
sistant for the European Greens; Gabri-
ele	 SACCHETTINI,	 PHD	 Student,	 OPERA	
Research	studies;	Fritz	van	EVERDINGEN,	
Farmer, member of Young Friends of the 
Countryside about their vision as future 
caretakers of the land. 

Several questions raised during this ses-
sion focused on : 

•	 productivity,	 environment	 and	 re-
source efficiency: in the future, how 
can the European agricultural sector 
contribute to global food security; 
what will be expected from farmers in 
the future: high quality food or cheap 

The Young vision- how does the future generation see food 
and environmental security.

food; what will be the key driver of 
change in the agricultural sector in 
the EU: will it be the economy, tech-
nology, society, consumer behaviour, 
governmental policy or something 
completely different.

•	 energy	 &	 innovation:	 the	 past	 has	
shown that the rising price of oil leads 
directly to an increase in food prices 
and food insecurity, today with some 
analysts predicting the price will effec-
tively double to 200$ per barrel what 
could be done to reduce oil price pro-
voking food insecurity, is it possible to 
“decouple”	oil	prices	from	food	prices;	
what does a high-tech agricultural 
sector mean twenty years from now; 
is sustainable intensification of farm-
ing possible.

•	 rural	 development	 policy	 :	 how	 can	
agriculture contribute in new ways 
to economic growth;  how aging 
and growing population will affect 
the evolution of our rural areas; does 
the CAP respond to future demand 
and supply conditions in the light of 
expected demographic and climatic 
developments.

All panellists underlined the need to bet-

ter explain to European consumers their 
daily basis choices on the evolution of 
the agricultural sector.  

The figures presented below are the voting re-
sults of the FFA participants.

Gabriele SACCHETTINI, Louise KNOPS, Slavina GEORGIEVA, Fritz van EVERDINGEN, Memona HINTERMANN, Franz FISCHLER
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This conference has dealt with this 
complexity in agriculture and has 
tried to offer solutions. A key mes-

sage has been the need to optimise sus-
tainability and competitiveness across the 
whole food chain and not to focus on the 
primary sector alone. This will involve a 
paradigm shift from producing more, to 
producing more smartly, as well as widen-
ing our horizons to engage with policies 
and opportunities outside of the CAP. Eu-
rope must also consider what role it wish-
es to play in contributing to global food 
security. Should we limit our role to that of 

mere producer of food? Or instead look to 
how we can transfer our technologies to 
help other regions produce more? We also 
need to decide which technologies and 
regions are best suited and able to pro-
duce more from less. Brazil has shown us 
that tropical and sub-tropical regions are 
also well-placed to produce efficiently, but 
so	will	be	Northern	regions	such	as	Russia	
and Canada in the future.  As a net export-
er of just one commodity (wheat), should 
Europe concentrate on making a different 
sort of contribution to global food securi-
ty? Europe’s key strength and competitive 

advantage is in the processing and logis-
tics sector and as a producer of high qual-
ity produce, therefore, shouldn’t we also 
look to how we can best transfer these 
technologies and systems to other parts 
of the world? Perhaps we should also con-
sider how to transfer democracy, an ele-
ment which is sadly missing in many parts 
of the world most grievously affected by 
food security.

On the CAP, we have discussed how to get 
more output with less input. We have dis-
cussed the strategy behind the new leg-

Agriculture in Europe has a future if we give it 
a future - conclusions of the conference 
by Franz FISCHLER, FFA Chairman.
The key word in this 2012 FFa conference has been complexity and this will continue in the future given that 

agriculture cannot be seen as a standalone policy: it should be an integral part of security, environmental, health, 

climate, and economic policy and in the future, these policies all need to ingrate agriculture into their strategy. The 

EU2020 strategy which doesn’t mention agriculture should therefore be seen as a failure to understand this message. 

Franz FISCHLER
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islative proposal and have raised some 
important questions: what does it mean 
to sustainable intensify our production? 
What is a knowledge-based agricultural 
sector in reality? What are the true produc-
tion-chain policies which can support im-
provements	 in	the	food	chain?	 Is	our	Ru-
ral	 Development	 Policy	 (RDP)	 a	 real	 RDP	
or merely another way to support farmers 
and should we broaden this approach? 
Stephen	SACKUR	also	raised	the	question	
of where the most profound change in ag-
ricultural policy should come from. How-
ever, a clear cut answer to that question 
has not been found today so that discus-
sion should continue. 

Looking at Commissioner CIOLOŞ’ propos-
als for the new CAP we see many posi-
tive elements such as the natural disaster 
package which is a real innovation com-
pared to the existing framework. We also 
have seen positive signals supporting in-
novation, small farmers and young farm-
ers. However, regarding the difficult ques-
tion of price volatility we find uncertainty 

and lack of a clear strategy. If, as the pro-
posal posits, we transfer the competence 
to manage volatility to the Commission 
in the case of a crisis, do we not adopt a 
merely defensive approach? Should we re-
ally wait for a crisis to be upon us before 
searching for a solution? Or is it not bet-
ter to define a more proactive system to 
deal with the breakdown of markets in the 
future?

Interestingly, the conference has not 
touched on the issue of red tape and sim-
plification which is for me still a concern. It 
is not enough that we say 30% of Europe’s 
farmers will now benefit from a simplified 
small farmer scheme?  More work needs 
to be done in this area. We must also en-
gage with the social dimension of the 
CAP which has historically been a basis of 
this policy. To be sure, we won’t be able 
to explain to the general public in the fu-
ture the necessity of direct support with-
out taking into account social questions 
which include the question of agricultural 
incomes. This basis for the CAP will remain 

valid for as long as farm incomes are low-
er than average worker incomes by 30% 
in the EU as they are today. We should link 
this debate to the one surrounding the fu-
ture of the EU structural policy. If we move 
to larger farm sizes, we can’t escape the 
problem of farm labourers leaving this 
sector and needing alternative employ-
ment. Can we be sure to generate such 
work in peripheral rural regions? In order 
to do so, these policies need to be better 
linked.

Finally, we must not reduce the CAP to a 
discussion on whether or not 7% is the 
correct figure for the planned ecological 
focus areas. It may be a holy figure but it 
has no scientific basis neither is it based 
on any in-depth impact assessment.  As a 
conclusion, the worst idea we could have 
would be to quit the CAP, instead we must 
embrace it. Agriculture in Europe has a fu-
ture if we give it a future. Thanks to the 
speakers, panellists and organisers! 
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Syngenta

Brussels Office
 

Avenue Louise, 240
B – 1050 Brussels

 
Tel : +32.2.642 2727
Fax : +32.2.642 2720

What is the purpose of the Forum for 
Agriculture (FFA)?
 
Alain-Dominique QUINTART (ADQ), 
Director EU Policies for Syngenta: The 
purpose of the Forum is to stimulate 
open discussions on the future of Euro-
pean and global agriculture, and assess 
what should, and what can, be achieved 
over time, attaching equal weight to two 
challenges: food security and environ-
mental security. The FFA provides an ex-
cellent opportunity to demonstrate that 
sustainable intensive agriculture can be 
achieved.

Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI (CPB), ELO 
President,	 Vice-Chairman	 of	 RISE	 Foun-
dation: One important purpose of the 
Forum is to bring together land man-
agers, environmentalists, academia, EU 
institutions and all other stakeholders in 
productive and sustainable agriculture. 
We want to show to land managers that 
they need to devote bigger attention to 

produce public goods beyond food and 
fibre, to environmentalists that the farm-
er needs to be economically and socially 
sustainable, and to political decision 
makers that all this cannot just happen 
by itself, but requires appropriate strate-
gies, structures, means and governance. 
It requires also cooperation among all 
interested stakeholders and the involve-
ment of public utilities and the private 
non-agricultural sector as well.

Thierry de l’ESCAILLE (TDE), ELO Sec-
retary General: Land managers are the 
best custodians of rural areas which are 
the bedrock of the food production sys-
tem in Europe. European farmers already 
do a great deal to preserve soil, water 
and biodiversity. But higher environmen-
tal standards will need to be respected 
by all farmers whilst undertaking very 
different farming practices across the 
EU. Our Forum is one of the best places 
to pursue discussions and take actions 
around those topics. 

Why did the ELO and Syngenta de-
cide to create this forum?

ADQ: One of the FFA’s main attributes is 

Interview with representatives of founding parties of 
the Forum for the Future of Agriculture (FFA)

Thierry de l’ESCAILLE, Corrado PIRZIO-BIROLI, Franz FISCHLER, Alain-Dominique QUINTART
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that it combines the industry strengths 
of Syngenta with a stakeholder rep-
resentative (ELO), something which is 
unique in the area of agriculture.

CPB: None of the existing conferences 
provided the necessary critical mass of 
participating decision-makers in agri-
culture, rural development and the envi-
ronment, leaving a gap that we felt was 
worth filling. The massive response in the 
growing number of participants, which 
passed 1,400 this year, proves that our 
idea was timely.

TDE: When one looks at the amount of 
events that have been   dealing with the 
CAP, you notice that none have been 
looking at it with a broad point of view, 
tackling what we consider as the real 
issue for European agriculture: shall we 
be able to feed the world or at least our-
selves with at the same time improving 
the quality of the environment?

Why this particular focus for this 
year’s meeting?
 
ADQ: For this year’s FFA we decided to 
focus on resource efficiency, innovation 
and governance. In terms of resource ef-
ficiency we looked at how we can grow 
more from less. We tried to answer the 
question of how innovation in agricul-
ture can be effectively encouraged and 

utilized. With regards to governance, we 
focused on the current reform of the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). There 
was also a case study on Brazil, which 
highlighted the lessons to be learnt for 
European agriculture.

CPB: The main focus was a look into 
the future, taking Brazil as an example 
of tremendous progress in agricultural 
productivity and sustainability, and also, 
more	 generally,	 a	 discussion	 on	 R&D,	
technology, and resource efficiency, 
which had been neglected in the past.

TDE: This year we are putting the focus 
on the need for research and develop-
ment at the EU level. In comparison with 
the situation in Brazil one may say that 
Europeans are not ambitious enough 
and they seem to be traumatized with 
the way research and development is 
treated, for example GM research. When 
it	goes	to	Research	and	Development	in	
agriculture often hold negative connota-
tions, however, when it is in the context 
of pharmaceutics, nobody express any 
concerns as the technology is perceived 
as useful. But we have made very little 
progress in improving our yields for the 
last twelve years, therefore it is becom-
ing urgent to put money into research. In 
the FFA sub-regional events to come this 
year	in	Czech	Republic,	Aix	en	Provence,	
Madrid, and even in Washington, we’ll be 
discussing this issue with the local and 
regional perspective, among other key 
issues for the agricultural sector.

If you had desired outcomes follow-
ing this year’s meeting, what would 
they be?
 
ADQ: It would be three outcomes:
1. the realization that technology can 

make a difference in bringing solu-
tions to the challenge of increasing 
food demand in a constrained world, 
as demonstrated by the case study on 
Brazil;

2. the recognition that  innovation in ag-
riculture, that is so much talked about 
these days in Brussels, needs to have 
a proper regulatory framework which 
enables farmers to have access to in-
novation;

3. and that the importance of privately 
funded research is recognized in 
shaping the direction of innovation in 
agriculture.

CPB: The need to boost applied research 
with direct relevance to increasing pro-
ductivity as well as sustainability, and to 
discuss necessary improvements in the 
Commission’s CAP reform proposals in 
both respects. To that effect, the FFA has 
brought key players from the European 
Parliament, Commission and Council 
around the same table at a crucial time 
for reform.

TDE: I would underline the need for the 
acceptance of technology, knowing that 
access to the right technology can make 
a difference in food and environment se-
curity. 

FFA team
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as hosts of the Forum for the 
Future of agriculture (FFa), 
ElO and syngenta took the 

opportunity to promote those 
both initiatives. The message was 

visualized by syngenta’s impressive 
multifunctional landscapes 

exhibition, which effectively brought 
the farm to Brussels and received 

strong endorsement from speakers 
and delegates alike. During the event 

various ElO members and members 
of the EU commission signed up 
for a field day to learn more on 

Multifunctional landscapes and PNi.  

Key points on how to create multifunction-
al benefits from field margins.

Multifunctional Landscapes can deliver a 
sustainable use of resources to provide 
safe, healthy and affordable food. Syngen-
ta’s field margins approach aims to iden-
tify and solve multifunctional landscape 
issues in a practical manner. Our goal is 
to promote economically viable intensive 
agriculture that demonstrates that mod-
ern farming and environmental manage-
ment can coexist in the same field.
Building on the success of Operation 
Pollinator in 13 European countries, the 
concept of multi-functional field margins 
integrates the protection of water and 
soil, together with the enhancement of 
biodiversity.  Field margins play a crucial 
role for protecting soil and water and to 

enhance biodiversity on farms. Due to 
climate change, a growing world popu-
lation, limited productive agricultural 
land and a scarcity of natural resources, 
sustainable intensive agriculture is es-
sential for maintaining a healthy natural 
environment and meeting the needs of a 
growing global food demand. Today, it is 
possible to balance competitive farming 
with biodiversity conservation and the 
protection of natural resources.
Establishing multi-functional field mar-
gins can:
•	 Significantly	increase	biodiversity
•	 Improve	yields	from	better	pollination
•	 Deliver	soil	and	water	protection	meas-

ures
•	 Qualify	 for	 additional	 environmental	

payments
•	 Develop	strong	links	with	retailers
Syngenta’s multi-functional field margins 
help to meet future EU policy goals and 
objectives for a retailer’s Corporate Social 
Responsibility	plans	to	demonstrate	good	
governance of food supplies.

Key points on Pollinator Network initia-
tive (PNi).

The Pollinator Network initiative aims to 
boost the number of pollinating insects, 
such as bumble bees, solitary bees, hover-
flies and butterflies by creating essential 
habitats on field margins and in low pro-
ductive areas. This objective can provide 
for multiple benefits to farmers and land 
managers in helping them to comply 
with	 the	“greening”	 requirements	 includ-
ed in the new CAP proposal.

ELO in collaboration with Syngenta or-
ganised the 1st Workshop of the Pollina-
tor Network initiative (PNi) dedicated to 
the implementation of multifunctional 
field margins/pollinator strips in the EU 
on the 2nd of March 2012, in Brussels at 
ELO office. 
For their participation, the potential 
members of the PNi were provided with 
an overall introduction of the project and 
training on the field including agronomic 
advices from an expert to improve their 
management on private estates. The 
Workshop of the 2nd of March is the re-
sult of a very first step of series of work-
shops that are planned in 2012 to give 
the opportunity to inspire farmers that 
show some interest for the field margins 
and pollinator strips. They will have the 
opportunity through various training ses-
sions to learn what are the impacts and 
the outcomes of the implementation of 
such greening measures for agriculture, 
biodiversity and farm profitability. 

Thierry de l’ESCAILLE, Secretary General, 
ELO, opened the workshop by enhanc-
ing the importance of such an initiative 
and gave the floor to Patrick WEISS, Syn-
genta, who presented the project. Geoff 
COATES, Syngenta, introduced to the par-
ticipants the variety of options that farm-
ers could have on their own field. 
The workshop was followed by a field trip 
to the Leefdaal Estate, which is managed 
by Agriland to showcase how field mar-
gins are realized in practice. Geoff Coates, 
the expert for habitat design on commer-
cial farms from Syngenta explained the 
participants how to implement and how 
to manage their field margins in order to 
contribute to their field’s biodiversity. 

Delphine DUPEUX, ELO
Patrick WEISS, Syngenta

To find more information on field margins 
please follow the link: 

http://www.europeanlandowners.org/files/
pdf/2011/Field%20Margins/LR_02340_

Field%20Margins%20Newsletter_
NOV2011.pdf

Strong interest and endorsement at FFA for Pollinator 
Network initiative (PNi) and Multifunctional Landscapes.
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Land and soil Management Award 2011/12

The European Landowner’s Organi-
zation (ELO) under the patronage 
of Commissioner for the Environ-

ment Janez POTOCNIK, the auspices of 
the European Commission (DG Environ-
ment	and	the	Joint	Research	Centre),	in	
association with the BOKU and Ljubljana 
Universities and Syngenta Internation-
al had the pleasure to award the “ Land 
and	soil	Management	Award”	at	the	oc-
casion of the 5th  Forum for Agriculture. 
The award was bestowed to Bio Austria 
due to its certified course “soil practition-
er”	for	crop	and	grassland	farmers.

Land and soil management and its 
threads to nature and environment are 
mainly dependent on the people who 
work with them. Thus Bio Austria aims 
to encourage farmers to altercate and 
learn with the soil, and share their expe-
riences, offering special courses on soil 
and nutrient properties. They assist farm-
ers to advance methods in a closed loop 
recycling management and soil fertility.
The focus of the certified course “soil 
practitioner”	 for	 crop	 and	 grassland	
farmers is located in soil cultivation and 

rotation, processing of organic fertilis-
ers, protective soil management and for-
mation of soil humus. The principle of a 
closed substance cycle within the farm 
by the means of farm-own organic ferti-
lizer and rotating crops is always implied.
Certified soil practitioners are multipliers 
for good soil management practise and 

can advise colleagues and other inter-
ested people at different workshops and 
field observations.

Bio Austria received the prize of €5000 
and a diploma, recognizing manage-
ment practices that contribute to soil 
protection and improvement of envi-
ronmental quality, and in particular, to 
mitigating threats to the natural envi-
ronment. The award also recognizes the 
economic, social and environmental im-
pact of the initiative, an initiative that is 
innovative, original and transferable.

During the ceremony Thierry de 
l’ESCAILLE (ELO Secretary General) and 
John ATKIN (Chief Operating Officer, 
Syngenta Crop Protection) introduced 
the award, which was followed by a few 
words from Prof. Winfried BLUM (Presi-
dent of the Jury, from BOKU University of 
Vienna) and the Director of the Nature, 
Biodiversity and Land Use Directorate, 
Pia BUCELLA, who was asked to give the 
award	 to	 Wolfgang	 ANGERINGER	 and	
Markus	 DANNER,	 with	 an	 audience	 of	
approximately 300 participants.

Ana ROCHA, ELO

ELO welcomes new projects which fit the criteria and contribute to mitigating 
the threats that European soils face. 

The application, which you can find on the ELO’s website, should be submitted 
directly by a European physical or legal person or a public institution working in 
the field of land use or land management, or indirectly through organizations. 

It must contain the name of the project, the mail address (with zip code), the 
phone number and E-mail address, an executive summary (maximum 1 page) 
and the main document, describing the achievements presented for award 
(maximum 20 pages).

For this year prize, the applications should be sent before the 30 November 
2012. Any requests for application or further information may be submitted to 
the Awards Coordinator of ELO by post or mail at forest@elo.org 

Thierry de l’ESCAILLE, John ATKIN, Markus DANNER, Pia BUCELLA, Wolfgang ANGERINGER, 
prof. Winfried BLUM
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The FFA honours a Wildlife Estates Label
Military Camp, Marche-en-Famene

The Forum for the Future of Agriculture (FFA) is a unique op-
portunity to gather all key stakeholders in the field of agriculture 
and environment to showcase best practices such as the Wild-
life Estates Label. 
The Wildlife Estates Label has been developed to recognize 
and admit the exemplary management of territories in Europe. 
This initiative is based on a voluntary approach with the view 
to highlight the key role of land managers in enhancing biodi-
versity on their lands. Beyond the Natura 2000 network, it is a 
bridge between biodiversity and sustainable hunting with the 
view to facilitate a better communication between land man-
agers, hunters and local authorities. 

The project is built on its 17 national delegations which are re-
sponsible for spreading the initiative at the member state level.  
Belgium through the Walloon region was one of the forerun-
ners of the Wildlife Estates initiative and it has helped to forge 
the philosophy of the project. They were also one of the first 
to identify criteria and complete the audits work to reward the 
territories.
This	year,	the	“estate”	to	which	the	label	was	awarded,	is	a	mili-
tary camp, highlighting the fact that the initiatives cover territo-
ries in various forms and characteristics. The ELO is particularly 
attentive to promote this Public-Private Partnership which is es-
sential for Wildlife Estates.
The ELO and the Wildlife Estates Jury were honoured to award 
the Military Camp, Marche-en-Famenne (Belgium, Walloon re-
gion) which has developed a management strategy which aims 

to ensure the maintenance of the con-
servation status of habitats and species 
in the camp while continuing military 
activities in the field.

Thierry de l’ESCAILLE, CEO of the ELO as 
well as Pia BUCELLA, Director at DG En-
vironment, European Commission wel-
comed the efforts made on this estate 
to promote biodiversity, especially in 
forests. Already implicated in a LIFE pro-
ject, the camp is committed to protect 
ground nesting birds and specific bio-
topes while regulating hunting activities. 
Both members of the Jury emphasized 
the collaborative approach that manag-
ers have privileged in involving all stake-
holders in the management of the camp.

For more information please visit the site 
www.wildlife-estates.eu 
or contact us by e-mail: nature@elo.org

Delphine DUPEUX, ELO

Jean-Marc FOLIE (game keeper), Pierre-Paul BAUCHAU (bidder), Lieutenant-Colonel Luc 
DELHOUX BAM (representative of the owner), Pia BUCELLA, Director, DG Environment, Eu-
ropean Commission, Thierry de l’ESCAILLE, Secretary General of ELO, Manuel de TILLESSE, 
DNF representative (Walloon Region), Commandant Jean-Louis BOUDART (Hunting advi-
sor for the Army)
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5 Euros

Biodiversity- property rights, 
economics and environment. 

Under the direction of M.FALQUE and H.LAMOTTE
BIODIVMB, ISBN 978-2-8027-3453-6

Like the previous seven conferences on “Property Eco-
nomics	 and	 Environment”	 the	 8th	 International	 Confer-
ence,	dealing	with	“Biodiversity”	was	organised	by	the	In-
ternational	 Center	 for	 Research	on	 Environmental	 Issues	
(ICREI)	and	the	University	Paul	Cézanne	in	Aix	en	Provence	
(France). 

An intensive 3-days debate from the 17th-19th June 2010 
allowed over 40 speakers from twelve countries to ad-
dress, and occasionally be challenged by a public of over 
200 academics, businessmen, civil servants, NGO, think 
tanks, students…

The 37 papers presented reflect a full spectrum of opin-
ions concerning the new and somewhat unexpected role 
of property rights and markets for biodiversity conserva-
tions and management, especially in setting up compen-
sation schemes in the complex diversity of formal and in-
formal property rights.
Like for other environmental resources, it is clear that new 
types of property rights and markets are useful comple-
ments and/or alternative to regulation (Command and 
Control).

In addition two papers deal with marine biodiversity and 
advance	 the	new	concept	of	“marine	 cadastral	 register	 ”	
which aims at identifying the rights of numerous and 
competing stakeholders.

A comprehensive index will allow the reader to identify 
and cross-reference all relevant topics and authors to fully 
understand what is at stake and become an informed par-
ticipant in the current debate on our economic, social and 
environmental future.

Abstracts of all papers are translated in French and English.

www.bruylant.be

15 March - 7 June, European Union 
Consultation on Policy Options for the Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s waters
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/blueprint_en.htm

10 - 11 May, Brussels 
Conference ‘Soil remediation and soil sealing’ organised by European Commission 
DG Environment http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/conference_may2012.htm

10 - 12 May, Kaunas, Lithuania  
International	Agriculture	and	Food	Industry	exhibition	“Agrobalt”,	with	the	participa-
tion as speaker of Thierry de l’Escaille
http://www.agrobalt.lt/

21 - 22 May, Lisbon  
General Assembly of ELO, including a public workshop on 21st May in the afternoon 
on the CAP reform
www.elo.org

22 - 25 May, Green Week, Brussels
“Every	drop	counts”	-	12th	edition	of	biggest	annual	conference	on	European	envi-
ronment	policy,	with	ELO/RISE/FCS	stand	and	LIFE+	project	3watEr	stand
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/ 

4 - 6 June, Toulouse
8th	International	Conference	on	Renewable	Resources	&	Biorefineries
http://www.rrbconference.com/

8 - 10 June, Vilnius
15th General Assembly of Friends of the Countryside 
http://friendsofthecountryside.org/

20 - 22 June, Rio de Janeiro
RIO+20	United	Nations	Conference	on	Sustainable	Development	
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.html

21 - 23 June, Aix-en-Provence
9th	International	Conference	on	Property	Rights,	Economics	and	Environment:	
Agriculture and forestry resources; with a session organised by ELO/FFA.

D I A R Y  D A T E S  2 0 1 2


